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Society: News and Notes
NEWS AND NOTES
The Editor Emeritus
A number of dates are familiar to the members of the
Florida Historical Society: the organization of the Society in
1856; the first issue of the Quarterly in April, 1908; the resumption of publication in July, 1924. Few members, however,
known of the significance of 1892. In the fall of that year a
thirteen year old boy asked for and received a copy of Richard
L. Campbell’s Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida.
In the years which followed, the boy, Julien C. Yonge,
and his father, the late Philip Keyes Yonge, began to collect
and preserve the source materials of Florida History. Year
after year books, letters, manuscripts, documents, newspapers,
and maps were secured and saved. By 1925 the Yonge Collection of Floridiana was not only the best in the state, but
also Julien C. Yonge was the authority on Florida History.
These were fortunate circumstances, for the Florida Historical
Quarterly needed a qualified editor who had historical resources at his command. Julien C. Yonge was elected Editor
of the Quarterly and brought out his first issue in January,
1925.
It has been repeated often and with truth that the Quarterly
is the heart of the Florida Historical Society and that Julien
is the Quarterly. Prior to January, 1925, eight numbers of the
Quarterly had been published: four in 1908, two in 1909, and
two in 1924. Since 1925 Julien C. Yonge has edited 124 numbers of the Society publication. In exactly thirty-one years of
his editorship, he has produced more than 9,000 pages and
almost 3,000,000 words. Some indication of the work involved
can be imagined if one understands that at least five readings
are made of every word and sentence that appears in the
Quarterly. The Editor’s task was enlarged by the care with
which he edited and rewrote so many of the articles that were
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published. Because of periodic dearth of material submitted
for publication, the Editor searched books, magazines, and newspapers for interesting articles; and edited manuscripts. All
articles, book reviews, and news in the 124 numbers of the
Quarterly which are not identified as to author are the work
of Julien C. Yonge. His own writings would make several
volumes.
More important than quantity is the high standard of the
Quarterly. The Editor’s selection of articles, his meticulous
reading of proof, and his ability to secure appropriate illustrations have earned the official publication of the Society a high
place among state historical journals. Though always demanding accuracy, he achieved variety and appealed to reader
interest.
Often quality depended in part on finances, and Julien C.
Yonge persuaded individuals and organizations to pay the
cost of needed illustrations and lengthy articles. Year after
year his personal letters as well as the Quarterly added members to the Society. Never in his thirty-one years did he receive pay for his services as Editor, and had a salary been
offered, he would have refused it. During periods of financial
crisis in the Society, he paid those little sums such as postage
which in total became large; and he “forgot” to ask for repayment when the Society could afford to pay its way. Other
than as a means to a better Quarterly, money was not a consideration: accurate and interesting history was all that Julien
C. Yonge desired.
Everyone regrets that he who has contributed most to recording the history of our past believes that he should give
up one of his many activities. He will continue his important
work of collecting and preserving the material of Florida History: students and readers requesting aid will bring a smile
to his face, and he will search for sources and over-load in-
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quirers with material. For him a good day will be one in
which new materials are added to the P. K. Yonge Memorial
Library of Florida History or to the Library of the Florida
Historical Society, and the presence of numbers of sincere
students working with the collected sources will make it a
wonderful day. He will remain an active member of the Society,
and in his kind and gentle way will advise the new editor.
Though members of the Society regret to see, “Julien C.
Yonge, Editor Emeritus,” on the inside cover page of the
Quarterly, they recognize that at seventy-six years of age he
has earned the right to be relieved of one of his many tasks.
No matter his title, “Julien” and the Quarterly will be synonymous in the minds of the members of the Florida Historical
Society.
Articles for the Quarterly
The new editor will attempt to continue the quantity and
quality of the work done by Julien C. Yonge, but the Quarterly
will depend upon the active participation of the members of
the Society. Plans are maturing for the appointment of an
editorial board, a book review editor, and a news and notes
editor. Neither these individuals nor the editor can publish
a journal of quality unless good articles are submitted. Practically any issue of the Quarterly can be filled with material
written by professional historians, and the editor welcomes
and urges the historian to send articles. The Quarterly, however, is not the organ of a professional historical society. More
than ninety per cent of the members of the Florida Historical
Society are not professional historians. Especially welcome
are articles from lay members who will devote sufficient time
to compose interesting papers. It is expected that an editorial
board will stimulate the writing of articles, but such a board
cannot succeed without the cooperation of an active membership.
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Articles submitted for publication may range from ten to
twenty-five pages. Only standard (8 1/2 by 11) white paper is
acceptable, and at least one inch margins are necessary. Footnotes are numbered consecutively in the text with the notes
typewritten on separate pages at the end of the article. Quotations of more than fifty words are indented without quotation
marks. Text, quotations, footnotes, and bibliographies are to
be double spaced. Bibliographies are not necessary in a footnoted article, and are to be limited to essential sources, if
footnotes are not used.
Historical Societies
The excellent newsletters of the Jacksonville Historical Society and the Historical Association of Southern Florida are
indicative of the activity of these two societies. On November
16, 1955, Philip S. May delivered an interesting account of
“Columbus Drew, Stationer and Printer - A Century of American Heritage,” to a large audience of the Jacksonville Society.
This address was planned to coincide with the centennial of
the H. & W. B. Drew Company which was established in
1855 by Columbus Drew whose descendants have owned and
operated the business continuously since that date. Mrs. Karl
Bardin (Marguerite Drew) and Hodson Drew made available
a collection of photographs, letters, and documents which added
a visual interest to the meeting. Raymond King delivered photostats to the Society, and these clearly showed that Jean Ribault
signed his name Ribault. The name of the famous French
explorer who sailed into the St. Johns River almost 400 years
ago has been spelled in a number of ways.
The first program meeting of the 1955-1956 year was held
by the Historical Association of Southern Florida on November 30, 1955. J. E. Dovell, professor of Political Science at the
University of Florida and author of a number of books on
Florida, addressed an audience of 350 on “Glades Life in the
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Early Days.” The program chairman of the Association, Justin
Havee, has arranged for additional good speakers for coming
programs. Because of the large attendance the Association program meetings are held in the auditorium of the Coral Gables
High School.
The Pensacola Historical Society elected its first woman
president, Miss Occie Clubbs, who is a noted local historian,
a contributor to the Quarterly, and a junior high school principal. Other officers elected were: Mrs. Mark B. Presley, first
vice president; Michael Flavin, second vice president; James
Stewart Milner, third vice president; Mrs. W. Paul Hollowell,
secretary; and Mrs. Pauline Hoover, treasurer. Twelve meetings of the Society are held each year. Summer activities included a trip to Fort Gaines on Dauphin Island, near Mobile,
Alabama; a trip to Fort Pickens on Santa Rosa Island to view
the historic cannon the Society had purchased and had mounted
at the Fort; and an interesting ride up the Escambia River
and East Bay. Other programs were by Miss Lucia Tryon
who spoke on books in the Pensacola Library which are on
the history of Pensacola; a dramatized talk on John Innerarity
by his great grandson, Francis Taylor; and an account by Frederick Wicke of his great grandfather, William Henry Davison,
a Boston-born, Harvard-educated civil engineer who lived for
many years in Pensacola and died there at the age of 91
in 1916.
At the November 8, 1955, meeting of the St. Augustine
Historical Society, John W. Griffin spoke on the ”Colonial Gardens of Saint Augustine.” His description of gardens in colonial
times was supplemented with a color film on “Flower Arrangements of Williamsburg.” The museum project of the Society
is nearing completion and the permanent exhibits which will
portray a narrative of St. Augustine history should be ready
in January of this year.
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Many members of the St. Augustine Historical Society, representatives of other societies, and interested citizens attended
the 283rd anniversary of the laying of the first stone of the
foundation of the Castillo de San Marcos. The celebration
was held at the Castillo de San Marcos National Monument
in St. Augustine on November 9, 1955. In addition to appropriate speeches, a replica of the Spanish flag that was in use
in 1672 was raised. There were a number of descendants of
Spanish citizens who witnessed the first celebration in the
audience.
The Museum at Port St. Joe
On December 16, 1955, the formal opening of the Interpretative Museum Exhibit of the State Constitution Convention Historic Memorial was held at Port St. Joe. The museum
which was designed and constructed by the Florida State
Museum of the University of Florida for the Florida Board
of Parks and Historic Memorials tells the story of the historic
town of St. Joseph and of the writing of the first Florida Constitution in 1838-1839. In the principal address on the occasion,
Governor LeRoy Collins paid tribute to the men who wrote
the St. Joseph Constitution, reviewed the other constitutions
of the state, and urged the writing of a new constitution which
would provide for the needs of a modern agricultural and
industrial state.
Coming Events
The American Jewish Historical Center in cooperation with
the University of Miami and the Historical Association of
Southern Florida will hold a one day conference in Miami
Beach on February 15 on the writing of regional history in
the South. In the morning session special attention will be
given to the sources of regional history in the South and to
the importance of their collection and preservation.
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The Florida Historical Society will hold its annual meeting
in St. Augustine on April 6 and 7. Since this is to be the
centennial of the founding of the Society, it is hoped that
members will make plans to attend and that it will be the
best meeting in the history of the Society.
The University of Florida’s Department of History will
inaugurate a series of annual lectures on April 23, 24, 25 on
the general theme of “American Civilization.” The speaker for
1956 is John Allen Krout, vice president and provost of Columbia University. The speaker is noted both for his ability
as a lecturer and for his many books on American History.
These lectures are scheduled for 8:00 P.M., and the public is
invited.
Information Wanted
The news and notes section of the Quarterly is designed as
a clearing house for historical activities. News items are needed
on local historical societies, personal activities related to history,
reports from college history departments, and lists of materials
on Florida that are desired by individuals and by organizations.
Inquiries and reports should be addressed to ”News and Notes,”
Florida Historical Society, P. O. Box 3645, University Station,
Gainesville, Florida.
Columbia University is preparing for publication a new and
complete edition of the papers of Alexander Hamilton. The
editors wish to locate any letters to or from Hamilton and any
other Hamilton documents that are in private hands. If any
one possesses such documents, Harold C. Syrett, Editor, The
Papers of Alexander Hamilton, Columbia University, New York
27, N. Y., would greatly appreciate any information on their
whereabouts and availability.
Members of the Society who desire to dispose of back numbers of the Quarterly are urged to send a list of them to the
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Secretary, for there are frequent calls for these. An author is
anxious to see the Jacksonville Metropolis, September 6 through
30, 1898, and will purchase the copies of this newspaper, if they
cannot be borrowed.
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NEW MEMBERS, FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(October-December)
Nominated by

CHRISTMAS GIFT MEMBERS
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